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CONSTRUCTION AND DESTRUCTION 


There are|two sides to every question, two ways of meeting 
every emergency, two opposite movements that go to make up the 
entire swing of the pendulum of life. 

Both construction and destruction, positive and negative, light 
and shade, waking and sleep, and every other pair of opposites that 
we can enumerate, will be found in the well-rounded life, each in its 
own place, and each active in carrying out its own particular mission. 

Both attitudes are good, nor should anyone imagine that be- 

cause man is said to be “positive” therefore he should not cultivate 
the gentler side of his nature; nor should woman rest satisfied to 
sink into inertia because she is designed in the great scheme of 
things to play “negative” to man’s “positive.” 
_ What is required from us all is to strike a “mean,” to be posi- 
tive enough, but not too much for the place we occupy, or for the 
particular circumstance that we are dealing with; and to soften that 
positive assertion with enough of the opposite emotion to cause it 
to ayat the wounds it makes, and to preserve the activity it has 
started. i 

It is not the ideal in the family life for the woman to be the 
head of the house though it is right that she should be allowed un- 
questioned authority in such matters as lie within her especial sphere. 
Nor should the father in the ideal home attend to the routine of the 
laily occupations after he has given them the initial vibration of 
us approval ; if he not only plans but also seeks to execute, he creates 

in the home a condition of irritation and unrest which will tertainly 
` Manifest in some way. The preservation and execution of the plans 
- and ideals of the father are committed to the mother, whose duty 
im this respect is no less important and essential than his. 


The teachings of our Society lay especial stress upon the neces- 
sity of becoming more positive and constructive because these activi- 
ties are at the present time more needed by that part of the race to 
whom we are especially speaking; but both positive and negative 
are in themselves good. It is not a question of goodness but of 
expediency at this time. It is more easy to destroy than to create, 
and at the present time, creation is more needed, This is why we 
emphasize it. | 

The human race is just emerging from the darkness and thral- 
dom of inertia; for many centuries it has been gradually learning 
to think and to act with intelligence and will. We are still, how- 
ever, as weak as babes when a strong emotion shakes us, and irreso- 
lute often in the presence of a sudden) emergency. 

We have yet to learn to be constructive in the midst of destruc- 
tion, as well as willing to destroy the old, inert products of our 
former selves when they have ceased lto serve their ends. 

Construction is good in its place and time; but so also is de- 
struction in its due place and time. 

ut there is just the problem. How shall we decide which is 
the right place and time for each of these opposites? 

The wise man says: There is a time to love and a time to hate; 
a time to break down and a time to build up; a time to be born and 
a time to die. To every thing there is a season, and a time to 
every purpose under the heaven. 

All times are good in themselves, just as all activities are in 
and of themselves lawful; but all are not, at all times and places 
expedient. The good and useful life is intelligently balanced and 
poised between good and so-called evil, between positive and nega- 
tive, between construction and destruction, in such a way as to best 
fulfil the purposes of that life. 

This intelligent poise is due to the cultivation of a well rounded- 
out knowledge of the world, of man, and of the relations of one 
to the other; a steady control of the emotions and of excesses of all 
kinds; and constant tending of the inner flame of truth and love. 
The man who is skilled in these will know what should and what 
should not be created, and when to do it. He will also be able to 
judge which of his own former plans and creations have now ful 
filled their purpose and are ready for the sleep of inertia, and these 
he will allow to go to pieces by neglect or, if necessary, by a quicker 
and more sudden destruction. J 

The wise man, however, will not pass sentence upon activities 
which are not his own, or due to his own creative power, directly 
or indirectly. His judgment will be active in his own field, m 
separating the tares from the wheat; but when it is a question of 
another man’s field, he will allow the universal law to decide what 
should, or should not be destroyed and what retained. 

He is unwise who sets out to weed in another man’s garden 
unsolicited, For there are plants that lie on the margin-line be 


tween weeds and desirable growth, and his neighbor's ideas as to 
the drawing of this line may not be known to him, and so, with the 
best intentions, he may root up some cherished flower-to-be. 

Still more unwise is he who destroys for the sake of destroy- 
ing. Moved by envy or hatred we may destroy in a day, what a 
life-time has built up. 

We are, however, responsible for the proper nurturing or in- 
hibition of all the activities that touch our own. If a work appeals 
to us as good, we are bound to aid it according to our opportuni- 
ties and its needs; while if it appears to be dangerous to the general 
welfare we must, at least, take measures to prevent it from invading 
our own garden and interfering with the perfect fruition of our 
plants therein. 

Further than this we need not go in the matter of destroying 
another man’s work (unless under exceptional conditions) for there 
is a spiritual law in operation that grants a long life to all that is 
good, and vice-versa, thus making ever for the final triumph of 
Truth. 

A striking example of the fact that this law has been known to 
the wise from all time, and an illustration of the way that it works 
out, is to be found in out Scriptures, Acts, v., 33-40. 

“Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named 
Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all the 
people and commanded to put the apostles forth a little space; 

“And said to them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to your- 
selves what ye intend to do as touching these men, 

“For before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself 
to be somebody; to whom a number of men, about four hun- 
dred, joined themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as 
obeyed him, were scattered, and brought to nought. 

“After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the 
taxing, and drew away much people after him: and he also 
perished; and all, even as many as obeyed him, were dispersed. 

“And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and 
let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it 
will come to nought: But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow 
it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God. 

“And to him they agreed, and when they had beaten the 
apostles they let them go.” * * * The work that they thus 
left alone has proved that it was indeed the work of God, for its 
root has grown great branches that fill all Christendom today. 
If we must destroy, let us pull down our own houses, improve 

their plans and build them over again. For these two, Construction 
and Destruction, must go hand in hand in our lives. But the plans 
and work of others should be sacred to us. ` 

“Thus saith the Sage: 

Shalt thou abstain from action? Not so shall gain thy Soul 
her freedom. To reach Nirvana one must reach Self-knowledge, 
and Self-knowledge is of loving deeds the child.” 
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SUBJECT OF LECTURE 
SUNDAY EVENING, NOV. 17TH, AT 8:15 _ 
“Fast and West n 


I may never traverse the halls of art, yet the dawning day is 
mine, and the fading twilight, and the lake at eve, and the galaxy 
of the midnight sky. 

I may never come within‘ hailing jdistance of a great music 
interpreter, but I may listen with my soul to the silent symphony 
of a moonlight sonata, 

I may never place in a Dresden vase one single hothouse flower, 
but I may lave me in a field of yellow buttercups. 

I may never find among my chattels caskets of frankincense and 
myrrh, yet I may sit in a rose-tree’s shade, and I may wander 
through the wild violets’ purple haze. | 

I may never see the far-off shimmer of the white sand of an 
ocean beach, yet I know where a tiny lake lies hidden in a bower 
of green, and the birds sing all day long, and the sunlight falls 


mottled on the water. 
—M uriel Strode, My Little Book of Prayer. 


THE BULLETIN 

Tue Buttetin, the official publication of the Oriental Esoteric 
Society of America, is one of the few weekly publications in the 
world devoted to occult and esoteric teachings. It contains editori- 
als presenting in simple form the teachings of the Sogiety as ap- 
plied to every day life. It has a monthly Astrological Page. Its 
weekly Meditation Page gives you a thought with which to start 
each day of the week and keep you out of the rut of routine and 
worry.—An important means of communication between the Society 
and the world. Subscription price, $1.00 per year. 


Books by the President of the O. E. S. 


WHAT ESOTERISM IS 
Paper, 35c; cloth, 50c. 


FIRST PRINCIPLES OF ESOTERISM 
Cloth, $1.00; limp, yellow leather, $1.50. 


THE WAY Daintily bound in paper, 10c. 
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CONDITIONS OF ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP 


1. Any earnest and spiritually minded person who is desirous 
of giving active aid to the work, and who is sufficiently advanced to 
receive this degree, is eligible for Active Membership. 


2. Corresponding Members who desire more advanced instruc- 
tion and who are in good standing are eligible for Active Mem- 
bership. 


3. Active Members are required to pass an initiatory examina- 
tion in person, or if at a distance, in writing. 


4. Application for admission should be made on a blank pro- 
vided for the purpose by the Secretary. It must be addressed to 
the President, stating, in full, name, profession, nationality, etc., 
of the applicant, the services he has rendered to humanity, and his 
reasons for wishing to join the Society. - 


5. Every Active Member of the Society must be willing to 
obey strictly the General Regulations governing it. 


6. Active Members are required, unless unavoidably prevented 


by distance or otherwise, to be present at the meetings held by the 
Society for study. 


7. Every Active Member must make an offering to the Society 
upon his Initiation, the amount of which is voluntary. The regular 
dues are: Active Members, $1.00 a month, due on the first day of 
each month, Members not residing within reach of a Branch, $1.00 
a month, due from October 1st to June 1st, inclusive. $9.00.) 


Where it is impossible’ for the person aspiring to active mem- 
bership ta come to Washington for Initiation, it can be arranged to 
have Initiation given in any part of the world. 


SYMBOL OF THE SOCIETY 


The pin representing the Symbol of the Society 
may be ordered from the Secretary, O. E. S., at the 
following cost: 


Solid Gold, with safety catch.......... $3.50 
Gold filled, with safety catch......... 1.00 
Gold plated, no safety catch.......... 75 


Gold filled, no safety catch........... .50 
-Ín addition to the pins, we have the symbol of the Society made 
pendant form. This we recommend as being particularly attrac- 
tive, Worn attached to a chain about the neck, it is suitable for 
Women; worn as a watch charm, equally suitable for men. 
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MEDITATION 


“He who would climb must fatigue himself,” says the Master 
“for straight is the gate and narrow ig the way that leadeth unto 
Life, and few there be that find it.” | 


The path of Initiation here described is nevertheless the only 
way to the very summit of the mountain, At the beginning of the 
ascent, the paths and the bye-paths are numerous, some longer and 


more circuitous, others straight and direct; but when a certain point. 


in the climb is reached, all these merg¢ in one, and the top can be 
reached by this one alone..... Initiation. 


The qualifications for the, treading of this path are all moral 
ones. Not he who knows intellectually the intricacies of the evolu: 
tion of Life; but he in whom such knowledge has led to a radical 
change of view, who has turned his face from West to East... ., 
he has entered the probationary path. 


This man will realize that he can no longer fight and struggle 
for his own life and that of his family alone; but his chief aim will 
be to make others live, not self..... to work for the whole. | 


Altruism and Self-sacrifice will mark his outward life: knowl 
edge and devotion, the Inner Life. 


THE PATH | 


1. The Path is one though it hath many names: 


2. Search for the Path, but O Disciple, be of clean heart before 
thou startest on thy journey. 


H 


3. The Key of Charity, of Love, ad Tender Mercy admits thet 
to the entrance of the Path, | 
4. The heart of him who on the Path would enter, must thrill in 
answer to the tears and sighs of all his brother men, 


5. The Path is lit by one fire, the light of courage burning within 
thy heart. 


6. He who would climb the upward Path must fatigue himself. 


7. Thou canst not travel on that path before thou hast become that 
path thyself, 
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BOOKS FOR SALE AND RENT BY THE ORIENTAL 
ESOTERIC LIBRARY, 1443 Q STREET N. W. 


Upon first request any book or books up to the value of 
two dollars will be loaned free. 

Renting Terms:—T wo weeks or less, ten cents per volume ; each 
succeeding week or fraction of a week, five cents per volume, Time 
in transit not counted. Cost of transportation both ways at bor- 
rower’s expense. 

A deposit of two dollars or more should be made against which 
rent and transportation may be charged and should be renewed 
when falling below one dollar as a standing credit of not less than 
one dollar is required unless waived by special arrangement. 

Figures in ( ) show cost of sending books to the borrower and 
is charged to him; he prepays transportation when returning books. 
When books are purchased no transportation is charged, but when 
rented books are bought after being kept more than two weeks all 
time in excess of two weeks must be paid for. 


BOOKS RECOMMENDED AS COLLATERAL READING 
WITH LESSON III OF STUDENTS' COURSE 
“The Creative Power of Thought” 
LIST OF BOOKS OF FIRST IMPORTANCE 
The White Cross Library (Your Forces and How to 


Use Them), Prentice Mulford, 6 vols........ each 2 00 (.09) 
MAd I ELED TAA A OERA TTE not loaned, each .25 
Spiritual Unfoldment, Stvami Abhedananda, 

E KPE AE TN E AET paper, .35; cloth .50 (.05) 
Thought Power, Its Control and Culture, Annie 

IA A RY a E AEO ANET A rae (07) 
As a Man Thinketh, James Allen....paper, .15; cloth .50 (.04) 
Raia YOO KAMACHINA surao aa ESAE a's 0198 A 1.00 (.10) 

SECOND LIST 
From Poverty to Power, James Allen ainteas Too (709) 
AAEE P AA A A E 1.75 (.30) 
The Coming Race, E. Bulwer-Lytton..........004: Too a(t} 
The Ideal Made Real, CG, D, Larson.........00000 I o0 (.09) 
fe Mind’s Attainment, Uriel Buchanan........... 1.00 (.06) 


THIRD LIST 
The True Spirit of Religion is Universal, Swami Para- 


MRE \digrs std ORES I S Win se veg pete aes paper .30 (.03) 
Inspired Talks, Swami Vivekananda,.............. Res, ENTO) 
On the Heights of Himalay, 4. Van Der Naillen.... 1.25 (.11) 
Thes@Occult’ Worlds Ay Pe Snee, sacs oseceasaeass 2b (A0) 
Imagination and Its Wonders, Lovell............-. 1.50 (.08) 


Address' all communications for the Library to Miss A. E. 
Marsland, 1443 Q St. N. W., Library Dept. 


BOOKS FOR SALE AND RENT BY THE ORIENTAL 
ESOTERIC LIBRARY, 1443 Q STREET N. W. 


Upon first request any book or books up to the value of 
two dollars will be loaned free. 

Renting Terms:—Two weeks or less, ten cents per volume; each 
succeeding week or fraction of a week, five cents per volume. Time 
in transit not counted. Cost of transportation both ways at bor- 
rower’s expense. 

A deposit of two dollars or more should be made against which 
rent and transportation may be charged and should be renewed 
when falling below one dollar as a standing credit of not less than 
one dollar is required unless waived by special arrangement. 

Figures in ( ) show cost of sending books to the borrower and 
is charged to him; he prepays n when returning books, 
When books are purchased no transportation is charged, but when 
rented books are bought after being kept more than two weeks all 
time in excess of two weeks must be paid for. 

Address all communications for) the Library to Miss A. E. 
Marsland, 1443 Q St. N. W., Library Dept. 

Lists of books recommended as collateral reading with Lesson 
II of the Student Members’ Course—-Man and his Environment— 
Prophecy—Physical World—Astral World—Spiritual World. 


LIST OF BOOKS OF FIRST IMPORTANCE 


First Principles of Esoterism, A. E. Marsland, 

A WS Atss aah Neri A leather, $1.50; cloth I. oo (.06) 
The Astral Plane, C. W. Leadbeaters.......+.-0++ -35  (.03) 
Advanced Course in Yogi Philosophy, Ramacharaka. 1.00 (.10) 


SECOND LIST 


What Esoterism Is, 4. E. Marsland . .paper, 35; cloth .50 (.04) 
Man and His Bodies, Aime Benmi Mahe ap eis pare cate rare kee) 
The Self and Its Sheaths, Annie Besant............ .50 Es 
eama OUATE LAOA T EE A A AAA .50 (.05) 
First Steps in Theosophy, Ethel M. Mallett........ eee sor} 
Hints to Young Students of Occultism, L. W. Rogers, 
Daa RIE a Ea S TT TTT een paper, .25; cloth .50 (.04) 
The Threefold Life of Man, Jacob Boehme........ 4.50 (.26) | 
MhesGreatewwithiny arah eng a sissies aes acre .50 (.03) 
THIRD LIST i 
Nature’s Finer Forces, Rama Prasad..............- 1.50 (.08) 
The Astral Wight, NAO a ch deka EAEAN 1.00 (.07) 
The Great Psychological Crime, edited by Florence 
FLUNG AUNO OLE SEISE cred delat a A S E EA 2.00 (.14) 
Concentration, AB LOU Glloe EE EEA Aa suas arelt 1.00 (.07) 


La Clef de la Magie Noire, Stanislas de Guaita (not 
SCID E N NA E thee seia err echo Tah (.18) 


